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Karen Kim, Grammy Award winner, joins 
Jasper String Quartet
Philadelphia, PA — We are delighted to announce that Grammy Award-winning 
violinist Karen Kim will join the Jasper String Quartet in June 2018. Karen is a 
remarkable chamber musician who shares our passion for string quartets, new 
music, education and community. She has appeared as a guest musician with 
us frequently over the past season and we are excited to welcome as a new 
member of the quartet a musician with whom we have established a dynamic 
chemistry.


We are grateful for the 11 years of music making we have shared with our 2nd 
violinist Sae Chonabayashi. Together, we performed across the world, founded 
Jasper Chamber Concerts in Philadelphia, received the Cleveland Quartet 
Award and the Fischoff Educator Award, won numerous competitions, recorded 
5 albums, commissioned and premiered many new works and worked with 
thousands of students. 


Sae has chosen to step aside for the wellness of her family after sudden familial 
health complications this spring. She will be moving to Washington, D.C. and we 
wish her the absolute best in all future endeavors.


Looking forward, our commission of 4 Seasons from Lera Auerbach, Akira 
Nishimura, Chris Theofanidis and Joan Tower is on the 2019 horizon and our 3rd 
season as Founder and Artistic Director of Jasper Chamber Concerts continues 
in 2018-19. We'll also be performing around the country - please check out the 
new website, www.jasperquartet.com for the latest concerts, updated videos, 
pictures and more! 


We look forward to seeing you at a concert in the very near future and send all 
best wishes for a wonderful summer.  


—The Jasper String Quartet
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Karen Kim 
Grammy Award-winning violinist Karen Kim is widely hailed 
for her sensitive musicianship and passionate commitment 
to chamber and contemporary music. Her performances 
have been described as “compellingly structured and 
intimately detailed” (Cleveland Classical), “muscular and 
gripping” (New York Classical Review), and having “a clarity 
that felt personal, even warmly sincere” (The New York 
Times). 


She has performed in such prestigious venues and series as 
Carnegie Hall's Stern Auditorium and Zankel and Weill 
Recital Halls; the Celebrity Series of Boston; the Philadelphia 
Chamber Music Society; the Vienna Musikverein; London’s 
Wigmore Hall; the Musée d'Orsay in Paris; the Seoul Arts 
Center; and Angel Place in Sydney, Australia. She received 
the Grammy Award for Best Chamber Music Performance in 
2011 for her recordings of the complete quartets of György 
Ligeti.


Esteemed for her versatility across a broad spectrum of 
musical idioms and artistic disciplines, Ms. Kim has collaborated with artists 
ranging from Kim Kashkashian, Paul Katz, Roger Tapping, Jörg Widmann, and 
Shai Wosner to Questlove & The Roots and the James Sewell Ballet. She is a 
founding member of Third Sound, which made its debut with an historic 
residency at the Havana Contemporary Music Festival in 2015. She is also a 
member of Talea Ensemble and Deviant Septet, and frequently performs with 
such groups as the East Coast Chamber Orchestra, Ensemble Échappé, and 
NOVUS NY.
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